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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Fereshteh Nura’i and Seyyed Vali Reza Nasr with
Admiral Abolfath Ardalan in Washington, D.C. and Bethesda,
Maryland in September 4, 1982 and August 27, 1991,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator
and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies
is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation
for Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such
place as is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in
part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or other
device.



Mot Sladllae sby

Foundation for lranian Studies

{
!
} L L bl oY eas sl sla e Lo, gy an s b
S gan o o bad the o Ly, a_’,iJ_"QI)____.IL’.ALi..:,é__,JL:"
] FILFS R I Ev) KN .sL_.,_'...,G:.Lif:u.,:.,G.:.J-}.T‘_;b O T LI S PRI &
. -J)—--—.-S
o LN,

"-\—'J)-:-'r A._.LAL:.\.-

4801 Massachusetls Avenue, NW., Suile 670

Washington, D.C. 20016, Telephone: (202) 686-1224




ADMIRAL ABOLFATH ARDALAN

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Abolfath Ardalan was born on October 21, 1929 in Gorgan, Iran.
He received a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from the Electrical
Engineering College, London, an M.S. in Electrical Engineering from the
U.S. Naval Post Graduate School, and a degree in Management from the
Defense Management School. He achieved the rank of Admiral in the
Imperial Iranian Navy. He became Deputy Commander in Chief for tech-
nical and logistics matters; Managing Director, Iranian Electronic
Tndustries, and the Iranian senior officer in charge of the joint
ventures with CDC of the United States, Irano British Dynamics,
Murhead of England, and other similar endavours.

Admiral Ardalan's recollections are significant in terms of the
information they suppy on the structure and workings of the Iranian
Navy, especially the technical and logistics aspects of the work, as
well as the interaction with other countries, especially the U.S. and
Britain.
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